The Graeme Park Gazette

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2006
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Once again the
Halloween season
is upon us, and
here at Graeme
Park that can mean |
only one thing— &
it’s time to gather
the goblins and
ghouls, witches
and werewolves
for our annual
romp through lo-
cal lore and legend
on this fun moonlit fs.
tour of the house |
and grounds. If
you’ve never been =
on this tour before, &

it is an absolute must! Chill and thrill

as your guide leads you through the
historic Keith House where you will
encounter the ghosts of Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson, attend Dr.
Graeme’s funeral, and meet Polly Cor-
ners, the lunatic who lived
in the Keith House in the
1800s. Then it is out into
the dark and eerie woods,
where highway robbers,
Celtic druids, Revolution-
ary War soldiers, and
other locally “infamous” &
characters will accost you 4
and tell you the tales of
what haunts them.
Ghostly Gatherings is be-

ing held on
Thursday,
October 26
from7-9
pm and Fri-
day and Sat-
urday Octo-
ber 27 and
28 from 7 -
10 pm. Tick-
etsgo on
sale at 6:30
each night
and may not
be pur-
chased in
advance of

: the date of

i M Ty

the tour you want to take. We do

sell out, so come early and plan to
wait for your tour time. There will
be food and other entertainment
to keep you occupied.

Event Details

October 26 ~7 pm -9 pm
October 27, & 28
7pm-10 pm

$8 adults/teens
$5 youth (3-12)

215-343-0965

See Page 5 for More
Halloween Happenings!
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Greetings from Graeme Park

As the air turns crisp and cool, and the bountiful kitchen garden
behind the summer kitchen begins to shrivel and die, it can mean
only one thing at Graeme Park—Halloween is upon us and it is
time to gather the ghosts and goblins for the Moonlight Tours
and Ghostly Gatherings! These unique programs tell the story of
Graeme Park, mixed with local lore and legend, in a campy, fun
way, bringing young people and local residents who might not
otherwise visit an historical site, out to Graeme Park for a dose of
history and fun. We have a loyal core of volunteers planning the
event, but are always in need of extra hands for this, our second
biggest fundraising effort of the year. So if you have some spare
time in October, please be in touch to help out.

Also, please remember that this is your newsletter. If you have in-
formation or announcements related to Graeme Park, former vol-
unteers, etc. please email it to ra-graemepark@state.pa.us. In-

. ’g . clude NEWSLETTER in your subject line so it stands out from

. o the spam. All submissions subject to editing as needed.

1 . ( And finally, I'm thrilled to welcome Herb Levy back to the ranks

: of active volunteers. Herb has been coming in again regularly on

f, S &8 %5 Fridays to give tours and pursue additional research.

f - carla A. Loughlin, Editor
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Y 4 & * The Miracle of Modern Conveniences

: Thanks to Doug Miller, Site Administrator at Penns-
: / 84/9##9/ bury Manor, and his donation of an air conditioner

: 398 8 93 and the skilled labor to install it, the Visitor’s Center
. 49 o ' o at Graeme Park was cool and comfortable for the

second half of the summer. Joseph Cameli, from
Pennsbury’s staff brought over the air conditioner
and worked with Joan Hauger to develop a plan to
remove the back door and replace it with plywood

/ 8 8664;7<96 9
- 4/13 197960 2482 -

| 1 4416 so the air conditioner could be installed without

;, 8 ( 3 damaging any historic fabric. Ironically, the day Joe
. delivered the air conditioner, Graeme Park was

; 3 without electricity and an air conditioner was the
8: #0 last thing we needed, so Joe pitched in that day with
i helping to set up our generator and came back an-

‘ 2 4 4 a

other day to work on the air conditioning.
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Quester Gifts
i

-
e

The Questers of John Craig’s Tavern of Warrington

generously donated $365 for the acquisition of a re-

production Sack Back Windsor Chair. This chair

style was first developed in the 1760s and was named
for the sack-like coverings that were pulled over the

backs of the chairs to ward off drafts. The chair,
which has an antique black over red finish, was

crafted by the Great Windsor Chair Co. in Lancaster

County, and is on display in Dr. Graeme’s office.

e e

=

Page 3 Wﬂ‘ =R

o
CPPPPPPPPPPPP0 00000 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000090

[ T

The Sunnyside Questers #17 generously do-
nated $200, which they had matched by the

Pennsylvania State Questers, for the purchase

of two Colonial buckets and a child-sized
yoke. They will be used for Living History

Sundays, school tours, and the Colonial Living

Camp. They were handcrafted by Beaver
Buckets in Nebraska.

NEWSBRIEFS

Congratulations and Thank You!

The Friends of Graeme Park have received a $250
Prudential CARES Volunteer Grant in honor of
Margaret Lotter’s service. Margaret serves on the

board of directors as the Treasurer, making sure our

vendors are paid, our receipts deposited and our
taxes filed. Thank you Margaret for the time you
put in and congratulations on the award!

Elizabeth Joins the 21st Century

In the spirit of the Commonplace Book, Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson now has her very own blog on
MySpace. What better way to promote events and

the site itself to a local audience and those interested

in history and architecture? If you (or your kids)
have a MySpace account, please be sure to look up

our Lizzie and add her to your “friends” list—
www.myspace.com/elizabeth_graeme or search on
User ID Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson.

Volunteers Needed for Halloween

If you have any time to give during the later part of
October, we are always looking for helpers to clear
trails, string lights, carve pumpkins, fill luminaries
and tiki torches, and a variety of other “pre-
Halloween™ activities. We also need additional ac-
tors and helpers the nights of the event, donated
baked goods, and a clean up crew for the aftermath.
Please contact Beth MacCausland by email at
BethGPFriendsVP@aol.com or give her a call at
215-641-0757 if you can help.
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SToneE Houses
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Available in the Graeme Park Museum Shop

STONE HOUSES

Traditional Homes of Pennsylvania’s
Bucks County and Brandywine Valley

Stone Houses documents thirty-five houses from the suburban Philadelphia
counties of Bucks, Montgomery, Delaware and Chester, and provides a fascinating
provenance for each house. Featured are the unique Morgan Colt House with
exposed interior beams, and roses climbing the exterior; the austere three-story
house built by Sir William Keith in the early part of the 18th century; the classically
detailed Highlands Mansion; the gambrel-roofed Caleb Pusey House, the Pennsyl-
vania-German Wentz and Muhlenberg Houses; and 20th Century houses designed
by architects G. Edwin Brumbaugh, R. Brognard Okie, and John D. Milner, reflect-
ing a thorough knowledge of 18th and 19th century traditions.

Shop for this and other great items at the Graeme Park Museum Shop.

. Photographs by Geoffrey Gross. Text by Margaret
Bye Richie, John D. Milner, and Gregory D. Huber

\) \ v While those fa-
miliar with
Graeme Park’s
past know that
% the site has
weathered
many political
storms, as well
as Elizabeth’s
rather stormy relationships, it is
Mother Nature who has challenged us
this year, dumping three feet of snow
on us the day of the Sweethearts pro-
gram, torrential rains through much
of our camp week, and most recently
downed trees and wires that left us
without electricity on the eve of the
Celtic Festival. Credit must go to Joe
Cameli of Pennsbury Manor who
came that morning to install our air
conditioner and ended up helping out
with the generator, and Pete Choate of
the Horsham Preservation and His-
torical Association, who despite his
own electrical and tree problems at
the Penrose-Strawbridge House, also

. Weathering the Storms

helped out with the generators and
spent considerable time with his vol-
unteers over the next month helping us
to clear brush, trails, and downed trees
to get the property back in shape and
ready for Halloween. Despite every-
one’s best efforts in preparing for an
“acoustic” Celtic Festival (the electric
did finally come back on at about 4:45
pm), Saturday dawned with predic-
tions of another 3+ inches of rain and
the decision was made to cancel the
Celtic Festival this year. Thankfully
everyone (including vendors who had
traveled from as far away as Virginia,
New York and Connecticut) was un-
derstanding and we did see a good bit
of visitor traffic, many of whom took
house tours and learned our history—
which is after all, why we’re all here.
And like the little tree on the edge of
our stream that routinely gets flooded,
and was even recently uprooted and
yet bounced back, we continue on.
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Moonlight Tours

Does the ghost of Elizabeth still
walk the halls of the Keith House?
Take one of our Moonlight Tours
and find out what haunts her and
other former residents of the
house. Your guide will lead you
through the candlelit rooms where
costumed actors will tell you their
stories of war, revenge, tragedy,
death and despair. You’ll hear the
stories our regular guides won’t
tell you of recent ghostly encoun-
ters — decide for yourself if you
believe....

The Moonlight Tours are being held
on Friday and Saturday, October 20
and 21. Tour times are at 7 and 8:30
pm with the possibility of a later tour
if we sell out. Cost is $10 per person
and you must reserve in advance
and prepay by mailing a check made
out to the Friends of Graeme Park to
859 County Line Road, Horsham, PA
19044 with your name, phone num-
ber and requested date and time.
Tours are for adults and mature
youth only and those under 18 must
be accompanied by an adult.
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The Hooligans Rock the K eith [Jouse
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On Sunday, September
17 the Hooligans finally
1§ took to the stage, after
being rained out on
Celtic and on the origi-
nal September 15 date,
to present a concert on
the lawn at Graeme
Park. While they bill
_ themselves as an Irish

SR band, they did play a

: lot of Scottish music

too, in keeping with our
heritage—or perhaps
the spirit of Elizabeth
moved them.
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August Living History Sunday

Sunday, August 20 dawned fair and fine for the
Living History Sunday held at Graeme Park.
Noah Lewis was back with his popular portrayal
of Ned Hector, Revolutionary War soldier and
wagoneer telling stories of pirates, Colonial man-
ners, and the experience of the black soldier dur-
ing the Revolution. Bob Urban joined us with a
display of a military field hospital—complete
with battle-wounded soldiers. Volunteers Sue Ta-
fel and Ed Humes portrayed a Colonial seam-
stress and tailor and showed off Colonial cos-
tumes, Carol Brunner taught young visitors what
it was like to go to a Colonial Dame School, and
John Brunner demonstrated timber framing tools
and techniques.
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POP QUIZ

Since school is back in session, it’s time for that dreaded pop quiz! How much
do you know about Graeme Park’s history? See page 5 for the answers.

1. Graeme Park is the site of the Keith House. It is....
a. The oldest tavern is Montgomery County
b. The only existing residence of a Pennsylvania, colonial governor
¢. A stop on the Underground Railroad

2. A famous general stayed at Graeme Park. He was....
a. General Ulysses Grant
b. General Anthony Wayne
c. General George Washington

3. Thomas Graeme was a....
a. Doctor
b. Member of the Supreme Court
c. Both

4. Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson was well known as...
a. A published poet
b. The only female member of the Pennsylvania
Assembly
c. The owner of a successful Horsham tavern

5. The town of Horsham is named after ...
a. Atown in England
b. The man who founded it
c. A Celtic word meaning “hero”

Color our scared witch!

Did You Know?

The world’s largest pumpkin weighed in at 1,469 pounds on October 1, 2005 at the Pennsylvania
Pumpkin Growers Weigh-Off. And it was grown here in Pennsylvania too!

The carving of Jack-O-Lanterns comes to us from Ireland, where children carved potatoes or tur-
nips. When the Potato Famine brought a large wave of immigrants in the mid-1800s, this tradition
came along to the U.S., but since turnips weren’t as common here, they substituted pumpkins.

Some other names for Halloween are: All Hallows Eve, Samhain, All Hallowtide, and the Feast of
the Dead.

Trick-or-Treating began in the 1930s as an alternative to the “mischief” and practical jokes, such as
turning over outhouses, that was becoming destructive.
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Photo by John Brunner
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- Edwin Teale, Naturalist
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The Friends of Graeme Park

859 County Line Rd.
Horsham, PA 19044
(215) 343-0965

www.ushistory.org/graeme

Moonlight Tours - October 20-21

Glostly Gatherings - October 26238




