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Befriend thcvasf

The Friends of Graeme Park

FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE FRIENDS

CELTIC PREVIEW

LIVING HISTORY SUNDAY

NEWSBRIEFS

FROM THE
ADMINISTRATOR

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER
WEEK

NEW PIRATE BOOKS IN
THE MUSEUM SHOP

CHARTER DAY &
VALENTINE’'S DAY

THE CITY HOMES OF THE
KEITHS & GRAEMES

WELSH STRAWBRIDGE
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L‘% Graeme Park is the site of t ;} " D" = A "
+ Keith House, an 18th-centu . "0
* historic house, the onl?*
. remaining home of a governor | " " " 7

colonial Pennsylvania. It is a "ok ) "ok *0/
ministered by the Pennsylvar

Historical and Museur |
Commission and is supported
the Friends of Graeme Park,
501c¢3 volunteer organizatic
that raises funds and promo
the site. Individuals who net
special assistance or accomr
dation to visit Graeme Pa
should call (215) 343-0965

advance to discuss their nee
Pennsylvania TDD relay servii
is available at (800)654-5984.
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TOUR HOURS

Friday—Saturday

10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Sunday Noon—4 p.m.
Last tour starts at 3 p.m.
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THE STAFF AT
GRAEME PARK

Site Administrator Joan Hauger
Custodial Guide John Brunner
Museum Assistant Carla A. Loughli
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THE PENNSYLVANIA
HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM
COMMISSION
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Edward G. Rendell
Governor
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The Rise and Fall of Sir William Keith tish. Sign up at www.scotster.com and you can view
& " " (=* %% $ ' our event listings, photos, videos and more.
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Colonial Camp Facebook
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Scotster # . " ' (
Graeme Park is now on Scotster, a new social net- ) |) ( vk * 0
working site for those interested in all things Sco L
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MISSION STATEMENT bo1=4%/ " * H "
The mission of The Friends of Graeme Park ) . . ) ( . 0
is to provide on-going support to the staff|of ( ) % [
Graeme Park and the Pennsylvania Historic: * * " * "
and Museum Commission in their efforts to " Op== *)"" ' ' " "
preserve, maintain, Qevelop, interpret, and "o ( "k H
promote appreciation of Graeme Park. % x om0 amom " —— * %
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
. /o " ) " =l") * )
President Margaret Lotter + ) H " *
Vice President Bruce Rader " - ) %/ ( )
Secretary Carol Brunner R . 0 . v
Treasurer Robin Tafel : )
Member at Large  Anita Fleck * % ) ( >
Member at Large  Beth MacCausland ( v " )
Member at Large  Rodney Mader ) )" * %> * ")
Member at Large  Jim Miller ) * ! % > )
Member at Large  Holly Niemeyer ( " " "
Past President Andrée Mey Miller ) ") o
) % * *% + )
> CHAIRPERSONS =) et G (=, A
87?7 5232 A5;2 = 5 % "
Finance Bruce Rader " 04
Fundraising Andrée Mey Mille
Ted Roth $
Governance Andrée Miller P
Legal Bruce Rader

Hospitality Maureen Checchia 1 1 1
Membership Coord. Sue Tafel

Museum Shop Mgr. Carol Brunner ( % /l O
Newsletter Carla Loughlin e )
Program Mgr. Beth MacCausland

Property Mgr. Vacant - =
Volunteer Coord. Beth MacCausland =* A 5 K . \/UNTE& . “( ("
? O W n n
EVENT CHAIRPERSONS | " E @"\E’?‘\Mfﬂn lﬂ,\
v

Colonial Valentine Beth MacCausland o R T wy
Charter Day Vacant ’ x @& 6%\ * 0
Mother’s Day Beth MacCausland | J { \1 e "
Andrée Miller ( ) Y N )/ /\ N & ("
Living History Vacant * G%.‘ | \ Tk ‘Q_Q | m
Colonial Camp Carol Brunner N o “\;d\ :
Celtic Festival Beth MacCausland Thf’, CO
Moonlight Tours  Beth MacCausland " %> @ G, )
Ghostly Gatherings Beth MacCausland  * ( * " %

Christmas Program Holly Niemeyer H e
Beth MacCausland ) (

* * ( n 2
n ( * n @
% - n * n * * ( / n ( . *% %(
is published quarterly by The Friends o ( *
Graeme Park in cooperation with the ) ( ) %
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New Pirate Books in the Museum Shop

Under the Black
Flag
David Cordingly,
the former head of
exhibitions at Eng-
land’s National
Maritime Museum,
has combed origi-
nal documents and
records to produce
a most authoritative
and definitive ac-
count of piracy's
“Golden Age.” As
he explodes many
accepted myths, such as “walking the plank,” he
replaces them with a truth that is more complex
and often bloodier. 16 pp. of photos. Mapaper-
back. $15.00

Blackbeard: the
Pirate King

This dramatically
illustrated book
combines history,
adventure, geogra-
phy, and poetry in a
treasure trove of
rhymes about Black-
beard and his blood-
thirsty seadogs.
While J. Patrick
Lewis’s swashbuck-
ling verse celebrates
Blackbeard’s mys-
tique, the author’s

extensive historical note recovers the facts of Ed-
ward Teach’s life from time-encrusted layers of
legend Hardback. Grades 4-7. $16.95
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By Carla A. Loughlin perhaps a carry over to or from the
The Keith House at deer park that was established at

Graeme Park was con- Graeme Park.

structed and used as a In 1790 the lot was too valuable to
summer home for the keep as a large estate, so the house
Keith and Graeme fami- was torn down to make room for four
lies up until the death of or five “modern” homes known as
Dr. Graeme. So where Waln's Row.

did the families live in

Philadelphia? They

rented several homes, !

including the Edward

Shippen House, also referred to as  the capital city, has an orchard an
the Governor’'s Mansion, the Slate  gardens adjoining to his great house
Roof House, which is best known for that equals any | have ever seen, be-
its associations with William Penn, ing a very famous and pleasant sum-
the Carpenter Mansion, and John  mer house, erected in the middle of
Malcolm’s house, which is likely the his garden, and abounding with tu-
home Graeme was renting when he lips, carnations, roses, lilies, &c.,

died at Graeme Park in 1772. with many wild plants of the country
besides.”

The Slate Roof House

Another home Keith was known to

have occupied, although it is not
d known specifically when, was the
Slate Roof House, built in 1687. The
house, which stood on the southeast
corner of Norris’ Alley (now Sansom
Street) and? Street, was originally
built for Samuel Carpenter and is best
known for its association with Wil-
liam Penn, who occupied it on his
second visit to Pennsylvania in 1700.

The Edward Shippen House

According to the minutes of the City While residing there, Keith made ef-
Council, as reported in WatsorAm-  forts to preserve and beautify the rive
nals of Philadelphiagovernor Keith ~ view. The minutes of the City Coun-
was living in “Shippey’s Great cil, again reported on in Watsorfs-
House,” built in 1693 on S"?Street nals reveal that he requested that us¢“...a singular old fashioned structure,
(2nd Street near Dock Creek) in 1720 of an additional piece of adjoining laid out in the style of a fortification,
The Contributorship fire insurance land be granted, drained, and ditched with abundance of angles both salient
records show Dr. Graeme as Ship- Which the council agreed to for a terrr and re-entering. Its two wings pro-
pen’s tenant in 1755, although itis  of seven years should he remain in th jected to the street in the manner of
not known if the families occupied ~ Shippen House for that time. bastions, to which the main building,
the home for all of the intervening retreating from 16 to 18 feet, served
years. for a curtain..It had a spacious yard,
half way to Front Street, and orna-
mented with a double row of vener-

In 1764 the house was rented to the
widow Graydon to run a boarding
house. Her son, Captain Graydon, de-
scribed the building as:

Owen Jones, treasurer, reported that
tame deer occupied the lawn in front
Watson describes the property as:  of the house during Keith’s residency

“... beautifully situated, and sur- able lofty pines, which
rounded with rural beauty ... with a afforded a very agree-
row of tall yellow pines in its rear, a able “rus in urbe™.”

full orchard Qf best fr.u[t trees close When John Watson was
by, overlooking the rising city be- writing his Annals first
yond the Dock creek, and having on published in 1857, the
its front view a beautiful green lawn, ’
gently sloping to the then pleasant
Dock creek and Drawbridge, and the
whole prospect unobstructed to the
Delaware and the Jersey shore.”

Slate Roof House had
fallen into a state of ne-
glect. He pleaded with
readers to appreciate the
historical importance of
Watson also quotes Gabriel Thomas the house as a memorial
who described the property in 1698: to Penn, who penned the

“Edward Shippey, who lives near sea " ! ' regulations for city and
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state government and proclaimed the stalled in the park.
Charter of Privileges, guaranteeing re-
ligious liberty and civil freedoms to the
inhabitants of “Penn’s Woods,” from
the house:

The Carpenter Mansion

Street between"Band 7" streets, was
built for Samuel Carpenter’s brother,
“In those doors he went in and out — Joshua and was at one time the city
up and down those stairs he passed - home of the Graeme family, al-

in those chambers he reposed —in  though again, exact dates are un-
those parlours he dined or regaled his known. Elizabeth was said to have
friends — through those garden conducted some of her Attic Eve-
grounds they sauntered. His wife, his nings here.

daughter Laetitia, his family and his From 1738-1747 the house was the

\?virgirz];rsl’tmﬁrkegggrfzellntr:]sgorlgc;[g Eir;os residence of Governor Thomas and
’ P Watson tells us:

filled with local impressions”. Such a

house should be rescued from its pre- “the fruit trees and garden shrubbery
sent forlorn neglect; it ought to be had the effect to allure many of the
bought and consecrated to some last- townfolk to take their walks out

ing memorial of its former character.” Chestnut street to become its specta-

tors. The youth of that day long re-
membered the kindness of the Gov-
ernor’s lady [Governor Thomas’
wife] who seeing their longing eyes
set upon their long range of fine
cherry trees, used to invite them to
help themselves from the trees; and
oft as May-day came, the pretty
misses were indulged with bouquets
and nosegays; to such purposes the
grounds were ample, extending from
Sixth to Seventh
streets, and from
Chestnut street back
to the next street, the
mansion resting in
the centre.”

In 1774 the house
was owned by John
Dickinson, who
added the gable
roofed section to the
right in the picture.
During the Revolu-
tion the house was
unoccupied, so it was
used as a hospital for
soldiers from the
Virginia and Penn-
sylvania infantry

Unfortunately his pleas, and those of
William J. Clark, Jr., an editor with the
Daily Evening Telegraplwvho wrote
about and sketched the house’s inte-
rior, went unheeded and the house wa
torn down in 1867 to make room for
the Commercial Exchange Building,
which burned down the year after it
was built. The Exchange was rebuilt in
1870 and sold to the Keystone Tele-
phone Company, who eventually sold
it to their competitor, Bell

Telephone. Bell installed

the nation’s first automatic

telephone exchange in the

building. In 1976, after an-

other failed attempt to pre-

serve the 1870 building as

an historic site, the second

Exchange building was

torn down and in 1982

Welcome Park, named for

the ship Penn first traveled

to America on, was built

as a memorial by the

Friends of Independence

National Historic Park. Af-

ter rejecting plans to re-

construct the Slate Roof

House based on the large

amount of documentation who, according to
available and Clark’s drawings, a Watson, “died there rapidly, in hun-
small-scale model of the house was in dreds, of the camp fever!”

The Carpenter Mansion, on Chestnut

The last owner of the house was Judge
Tilghman. In 1826 the house was torn
down and the Philadelphia Arcade, de-
signed by John Haviland, was con-
structed in its place in 1827. The Ar-
cade was a combination of retail and
hotel space. It was torn down c. 1859
and replaced with Jayne’s Marble
Building, built in 1860, also a retail
space.

John Malcolm’s House

Finally, a Contributorship fire insur-
ance survey shows Dr. Graeme as a
tenant in John Malcolm’s house on the
west side of ¥ Street in May of 1771.
The house is described in the survey as
being a three story house 25-feet across
the front and 37-feet deep with two
rooms and a passage on each story.
The inventory attached to Dr.

Graeme’s will, which was conducted
after his death in September, 1772, de-
scribes a front and rear parlor [street
level], and front and rear rooms on the
1% floor and 2% floors [what we’d

think of as the ? and ¥ floors], as

well as a large hall landing, suggesting
that this was the city home he was rent-
ing when he died in the gardens at
Graeme Park.

Sources

Annals of PhiladelphiaJohn Watson
The Buried Pastlohn L. Cotter

The archives of the Contributorship
Fire Insurance Co.— online at www.
contributorship.com
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