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Holidays at Hope Lodge: “Winter Wonderland”
The annual “Holidays

at Hope Lodge” was held
on Saturday evening, De-
cember 12th and Sunday
afternoon, December 13th,
2009. This year’s theme
was “Winter Wonderland”
where we imagined the
house in olden times, deco-
rated in holiday cheer.
Over 300 guests visited the
mansion over the two days
where they were treated to
an array of trees decorated
in a variety of themes. This
year we saw the creativity
of our many sponsors and
volunteers with the decora-
tions ranging from hand-
crafted natural ornaments
to a unique old skating
pond that included antique
wooden ice skates! All the
trees were spectacular in
their own way and pro-
vided a great deal of vari-
ety for the many visitors
who came and enjoyed the
tour.

In addition to the deco-
rated house there were
other attractions as well.
Music was provided by
both the Ambler Symphony and Upper Dublin High School’s
Sophisticated Strings ensembles. Both groups produced an en-
joyable atmosphere for the guests while they made their way
through the mansion. The tour was complete only after our
guests enjoyed refreshments, the warmth of the fire, and a bit of
camaraderie in our summer kitchen. It was here that many peo-

ple commented on how
much they had enjoyed
their visit and looked for-
ward to next year.

Thank you to all who
made this event so suc-
cessful:

Animal-Assisted Ther-
apy Program, Abington Me-
morial Hospital Volunteers,
Erin Agnew, Ambler Sym-
phony, Sheya Astle, Bergin
Chocolate, Pam Callanan,
Rita Carrigan, Mary Eby,
Betty Fields, Flourtown Bak-
ery, Friends of Fort Wash-
ington State Park, George’s
Dreshertown ShopnBag,
Nancy Gingr ich, Jack
Gumbrecht, Joan Hauger,
Diane and Kevin Horan,
Sean Horan and Boy Scout
Troop #137, Doreen
Jernigan, Linda King, Bea
Kline, Ginny Lang, Ben Lin-
ton III, Linton Law Office,
Maranno’s Nursery, Alanna
Mi l ls , Carolyn Moyer,
Questers Hagues Mill Chap-
ter 11, Wanda Rauch, Bob
Reese, Mary Cate and
Raynor Sherlock, Sue Tafel,
The Becoming Center at

Artman, Upper Dublin High School Key Club, Upper Dublin High
School Sophisticated Strings, Marie Vika, Lindsay Washington, Jack
and Mary Washington and all the volunteers of The Friends of Hope
Lodge.

@Diane Horan
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HOPE LODGE

Hope Lodge was built between 1743 and 1748 for Samuel Morris,

a prosperous Quaker farmer, shipowner, miller, ironmaster,

shopowner, and owner of Farmar’s Mill. Hope Lodge is an excel-

lent example of early Georgian architecture. During the American

Revolution, the surrounding fields were used for the six-week

Whitemarsh Encampment prior to the Valley Forge winter. The

house was used by George Washington’s surgeon general, John

Cochran. Ownership of the house was transferred to the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania in 1957.
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President’s Message
It has been a winter

of mixed emotions.
Dr iv ing by Hope
Lodge, or picking up the
mai l (one of the
Friends’ new duties
with no state staff), I see
the gates closed. Yet, I
seem to be spending
more time at the site, or
working on Hope Lodge
related issues, than ever.
At times I feel disheart-
ened. At other times I
feel challenged. But,
there are also times
when I am encouraged
and excited about the
future of Hope Lodge.

Friends’ volunteers led by Diane Horan staged a great holiday
event in December (see Diane’s report), despite challenging circum-
stances with the site closing. The Friends’ board has shown real ded-
ication in frequent meetings to plan both the transition of many
responsibilities from the state staff, and a path to a sustainable fu-
ture. The Friends’ efforts have received great coverage in local
newspapers, increasing awareness of our cause. We also had a great
turnout and wonderful support and encouragement from the com-
munity at our recent public meeting.

The public meeting was an opportunity to present some of the
Friends’ ideas, and a chance to get feedback and other suggestions
from the community. We emphasized that our immediate need for
reopening the site was more volunteers. Many of the attendees indi-
cated an interest in helping, and we have received a good number of
new memberships in the week since the public meeting.

Welcome to all our new members and volunteers! We are work-
ing to arrange orientation sessions and training, and we look forward
to your assistance and your ideas. With your participation our orga-
nization is stronger and will be better prepared to make Hope Lodge
a more valuable and valued community resource.

@ Jack Gumbrecht

Rhonda R. Cohen
Senator Jim Ferlo
Laura S. Fisher

Dr. Gordon A. Haaland
Janet S. Klein

Cheryl McClenney-Brooker

Dr. Brian C. Mitchell
Kathleen Pavelko

Representative Scott Petri
Senator Joe Scarnati

Representat ive Rick Taylor
Dr. Gerald L. Zahorchak

Hope for the Future
Visit www.ushistory.org/Hope/Future to

learn about our efforts to provide for a sustainable
future for the historic mansion and the grounds of
Hope Lodge.
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Friends Board
PRESIDENTF Jack Gumbrecht
FIRST VICE PRESIDENTF Bob Reese
SECOND VICE PRESIDENTF Randy Brock
SECRETARYF Vacant
TREASURERF MJ Fischer
PAST PRESIDENTF Jack Washington
DIRECTORSF Jack Crompton, Betty Field,
Jack Greenberg, Mary Greenberg,
Mary Washington

Friends Committees
If you are interested in helping with any
of the committees, please contact Hope
Lodge for more information. Your help
is always wanted. Do as much or as little
as you are comfortable with.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

FOOD COMMITTEE
Mary Greenberg

GARDEN COMMITTEE
NANCY GINGRICH, Jack Crompton,
Betty Fields, MJ Fischer, Bea Kline

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
WANDA M. RAUCH

MUSEUM SHOP
WANDA M. RAUCH

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE COMMITTEE
DOUG HELLER, Jack Greenberg,  Jack
Gumbrecht, Diane Horan, Wanda Rauch

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
NANCY GINGRICH

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
JACK GREENBERG

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MARY WASHINGTON,
Carolyn Moyer, Jack Washington

VOLUNTEER COMMUNICATIONS
Sheya Astle, Bob Reese

SPECIAL EVENTS

CONCERTS
NANCY GINGRICH

ENCAMPMENT
JACK WASHINGTON, Jack Gumbrecht,
MJ Fisher, Sheya Astle, Bob Reese

HOLIDAYS AT HOPE LODGE
DIANE HORAN, Erin Agnew, Kevin
Horan, Bob Reese, Mary Cate Sherlock,
Raynor Sherlock, Jack Washington, Mary
Washington

Secretary

Member of the Friends of Hope Lodge
Board of Directors and the Executive
Committee. Keeps complete records of all
meetings, and prepares and distributes
meeting minutes. Sends out meeting notices.

Volunteer Coordinator

Work with fellow Volunteer Committee
members to determine the volunteers’ inter-
ests, schedule training as needed. Match vol-
unteer skills with event needs. Assist in
accumulating and recording volunteer hours.

Publicity Coordinator

Work with event coordinators to deter-
mine type and method of publicity needed for
a successful event. Maintain and update me-
dia, local organizations, and school contact
lists. Coordinate and send out e-mails, hard
copy invitations and press releases,

Tour Guide

Conduct tours of historic Hope Lodge;
interpreting mansion façade, grounds, 18th
century and colonial revival period rooms to
visitors of all ages

Tour Guide for School Groups

Conduct tours of historic Hope Lodge;
interpreting the 18th century rooms of the
house and / or demonstrating 18th century
hearth cooking to school age children.

Clerical

Assist in the preparation of Friends and
site mailings by addressing, stamping, and
stuffing envelope; assisting with the filing of
Friends’ event and program documentation.

Museum Shop Cashier

Handle museum shop sales.

Receptionist
Welcome and greet visitors; answer

telephone; take messages; provide assis-
tance, information and direction to visitors
and callers; handle admission ticket sales
and museum shop sales.

Gardening
Care for the gardens by planting,

weeding, watering, mulching

Historic Housekeeper
Clean architectural features of the

house and the historic collection items in
keeping with museum guidelines (a volun-
teer can “adopt” a room for personal care
and attention).

Special Events Admission Taker
Welcome and greet visitors; handle

special event admission ticket sales; duties
maybe performed outdoors in cold and/or
inclement weather; provide basic informa-
tion about the event

Baking
Provide individually wrapped baked

goods for sale for special events

Parking Assistant
Provide direction to visitors and guests

during special events and functions on
proper areas to park his/her vehicle, duties
maybe performed in cold and/or inclement
weather; provide basic information about
the event

Set-up/Clean-up Assistant
Assist in chalking tent and table sites

lines, table / tent set up and breakdown,
trash can placement and collection, distri-
bution of straw and firewood, as needed
and general grounds clean up; duties
maybe performed in cold and/or inclement
weather
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The Ambler Flower Shop has kindly offered to donate a percentage of
your purchase to Hope Lodge. Simply mention Hope Lodge (or if ordering
online enter promotion code Hope) when ordering/making a purchase

of your flowers. It’s that easy!  Please tell your friends, family,
co-workers, etc. that they only need to mention Hope Lodge when

ordering to help support this beautiful historic home.

Membership
Individual ($20) & Family ($35)

• Friends Newsletter, The Correspondent

• Free admission to Hope Lodge tours

• Free admission to all non-reserved events

• 10% discount in museum shop

• Reduced workshop fees

• Reduced special program fees

Patron Membership ($50)

• All of the above benefits, plus:

• A $10 gift certificate for museum shop

Sponsor Membership ($100)

• All of the above benefits, plus:

• Reduced site rental fees

• Membership in PA Heritage society

Send check made payable to:

Friends of Hope Lodge
553 S. Bethlehem Pike
Fort Washington, PA 19034-2201

Upon payment of dues a Membership card
will be sent. Memberships are for one year.

Martha Washington’s
Ham & Parsnips

1 ½ pounds of ham, cut in 1-inch slices
6 cloves, whole
1 tablespoon nutmeg
¼ cup water
½ cup honey
2 cups parsnips, sliced and cooked

Place the slices of ham in a baking pan. Stick
cloves in the ham and sprinkle the slices with nut-
meg. Add the water and honey. Cover and bake in
a moderately slow oven (325°) for 45 minutes.
Remove from the oven and cover the ham with
parsnips. Return the baking pan, uncovered, to the
oven and bake until nicely browned. Martha
sometimes used sweet potatoes in place of pars-
nips. It’s delicious either way. Serves 6 people.

@Mary Greenberg

School tours at Hope Lodge
Hope Lodge historic site has offered programs for school-age children that

provide for a variety of ages and interests. During the current year the school
committee and volunteers have serviced students from pre-school through the
eighth grade. Participants in the program have been enrolled in private, public,
charter and home school educational venues.

While most programs include a tour of the mansion, use is also made of
other portions of the forty-two acre property. The summer kitchen program is
one of the most requested activities. Use is also made of the historic barn where
programs on colonial crafts are presented on the threshing floor. The earthen
redouts lend themselves to a further understanding of the role the vicinity and
Hope Lodge played in the Revolutionary War. Walks to the redouts often pro-
vide the students with a first-hand look at some of the wildlife that populate the
area.

Presentations are usually tailored to the goals the teacher wishes to accom-
plish. Options for programs to be presented are discussed with the teacher or
contact person in a pre-visit conference. Depending on the curriculum stan-
dards to be met, and the length of time available for the visit, program modifica-
tions or expansion may be made. For example, mansion tours may only
encompass the 18th century part of the house should that be determined during
the pre-visit conference as an objective in the curriculum.

In addition to school tours, many successful and enlightening tours have
been made available to adult groups. Included in this category have been
Questers, docents from other historical sites, senior citizen groups and a variety
of other small interested adult visitor groups. Each of these tours has been con-
ducted by members of the Hope Lodge volunteer corps and some school com-
mittee regulars.

@ Jack Washington
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Where did the trees go?
The Degns bought Hope Lodge in 1922 and moved there

in 1927. In the April 28, 1932 edition of the Ambler Gazette
there appeared the following article:

“43 tulip poplars were recently planted along Bethlehem
Pike on Hope Lodge property of Wm. L. Degn by Mrs. C.C.
Zantzinger of Chestnut Hill, chairman of the Tree Planting
Committee under the auspices of the Council for the (Preser-
vation) of Natural Beauty of Pennsylvania, thus establishing
a precedent in this sections which is hoped will be allowed
and followed by other property owners. The ladies constitut-
ing this commission are to be congratulated on their enter-
prise, and it is believed that good work will be continued.
Another planting on the Degn property, which was formerly
owned by Mrs. Thomas J. Wentz, was the replanting of a tree
in memory of one of the children. The sapling was planted
during the Wentz ownership at the time of the birth of a
daughter, but the tree died and has now been replaced by the
family through the courtesy of the present owner.”

Two questions are raised. Tulip poplar (Liriodendron
tulipifera) is a native tree, easily recognized by its tulip
shaped leaf, which under normal conditions grows to a great
height and diameter and is long lived.

Neither Virginia Sinn nor her sister, Nancy Yambor,
both of whom grew up on the estate in the early 1930s, re-
members any tulip poplar (nor any other trees for that matter)
along Bethlehem Pike. Not do any single trees remain of the
43 which, when there were planted, must have stretched
from the estate driveway up to where the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike now crosses the Pike.

Were they cut down when the Bethlehem Pike was wid-
ened or when the trolley tracks were removed?

Another mystery is the identity of the tree planted in
honor of the Wentz daughter. All of the trees on the property,
with one exception, are native trees — walnuts, sugar ma-
ples, sycamore, as well as other, readily found growing wild
in the woods of the area. The one exception is found directly
in front of the mansion. This tree is a bald cypress (Taxodium
distichum), a deciduous conifer. It seems to be of the right
age for having been planted in 1932 (60-65 years). While not
native to the area it is found in swampy sections and along
stream banks from southern New Jersey to Florida as well as
from the southern parts of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio
southwards. In the area it generally found in an arboretum or
planted on private property.

Because it seems to be the oddball tree, could this be the
memorial tree?

[Editor’s note: The Bald cypress was removed in 2005-06.]

@Heinz Heinemann (The Correspondent October 1997)
Reprinted with permission of Heinz Heinemann (2010)

Benefits of Volunteering at
Hope Lodge

1. Meeting and socializing with volunteers with similar interests

2. Satisfaction of supporting a local site of historic significance

3. Sharing your special talents that will benefit the site and visitors

4. Certificate of Recognition for 50 or more hours (fiscal year) pre-
sented at Annual Meeting

5. The Correspondent newsletter

6. Flexible hours that meet your needs!

Information about volunteer opportunities are listed on page 3.
Call 215-646-1595 and leave a message or send an inquiry through
the website www.ushistory.org/hope

Hearth Cooking
Colonial cooking workshops will be held as scheduled. (Satur-

days – March 20, April 17 and May 8), and the workshops will be
conducted by Dr. Clarissa Dillon. However, due to temporary clos-
ing of Hope Lodge the classes will be held at the Historic Thomas
Massey House in Broomall. The cost is the same – one workshop is
$35and all 3 workshops are $100. For additional information call Dr.
Dillon at 610-642-4269.

Hopefully, we can schedule the fall workshops at Hope Lodge in
the Summer Kitchen.

@Mary Washington

Need a Gift?
In a quandary? Need a gift for that
important birthday or anniversary?

Visit our Gift Shop!
Call Hope Lodge at 215-646-1595

for more information!

Genuardi’s Cash- Back
Did you know you can have up to 3% of your Genuardi’s pur-

chases donated to Hope Lodge electronically through their E-Scrip
program? Sign up by going to Genuardi’s service desk or to
www.escrip.com. By simply designating the Friends of Hope Lodge
and Mather Mill, Group ID number 149538543, Hope Lodge will
benefit each and every time you use your Genuardi’s club card. It’s
easy, it’s fast, and it’s a benefit that keeps giving each time you shop
at Genuardi’s!
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FRIENDS OF HOPE LODGE
553 SOUTH BETHLEHEM PIKE
FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034

2010 HOPE LODGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Subject to change

/ Sunday, March 14

Charter Day

/ Friday, April 23

Sheep Shearing Day

/ Wednesday, June 16 (Rain date: June 23)

Ambler Symphony Concert

/ Saturday-Sunday November 6-7

Whitemarsh Encampment

Visit Us Online
Surf on over toushistory.org/Hopefor up-to-the
minute news about Hope Lodge! This newsletter
is archived there, take a virtual tour, watch our
video introduction, see our full up-to-date calen-
dar,  and much more!

FEATURED ITEM
Hope Lodge Museum Shop

Hope Lodge Note Cards(12 cards / envelopes) … $10.00

*Friends of Hope Lodge who present an active membership card will receive a
10% discount on all purchases.


