
Whitemarsh Encampment 2010
Saturday and Sunday

November 6 and 7
10A.M.-4P.M.

Come experience the sights
and sounds and smells of HIS-
TORY! Watch as the Crown
Forces skirmish with the Ameri-
can Troops in a reenactment
typical of the Revolutionary
War. Walk among the British
and American camps and
browse period wares on sutlers
row. Enjoy special tours of the
Hope Lodge Mansion, barn and
witness period demonstrations
and family friendly activities.

The twenty-ninth annual
reenactment of George Wash-
ington and the Continental
Troops encamped in the envi-
rons of the Whitemarsh Hills
will be commemorated on No-
vember 6th & 7th this year. The
various elements of the Ameri-
can military were encamped
here between November 2nd
and December 11th, 1777. This
was the second longest en-
campment of the fledgling
army up to this point in the war.
From the Whitemarsh fortifica-
tions, General Washington
moved the troops to Valley
Forge for the ensuing season.

For more information on
the Whitemarsh Encampment
act iv i t ies vis i t
www.ushistory.org/hope or
call 215-646-1594.

@ Jack Washington
Photographs from previous Hope Lodge Encampments
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HOPE LODGE

Hope Lodge was built between 1743 and 1748 for Samuel Morris,
a prosperous Quaker farmer, shipowner, miller, ironmaster,
shopowner, and owner of Farmar’s Mill. Hope Lodge is an excel-
lent example of early Georgian architecture. During the American
Revolution, the surrounding fields were used for the six-week
Whitemarsh Encampment prior to the Valley Forge winter. The
house was used by George Washington’s surgeon general, John
Cochran. Ownership of the house was transferred to the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania in 1957.

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

Governor Chairman Executive Director
Edward G. Rendell Wayne Spilove Barbara Franco

THE CORRESPONDENT

Autumn 2010.The Correspondentis published three times a year by The Friends
of Hope Lodge. For information about membership, please contact Hope Lodge,
553 South Bethlehem Pike, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 215- 646-1595. Hope
Lodge is owned by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. Indi-
viduals with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation to partici-
pate in programs, events or a visit to the site should call 215- 646-1595 in advance
to discuss their needs.www.ushistory.org/hope
NEWSLETTER STAFF: Wanda Rauch, Doug Heller, Diane Horan.
SENDarticles and events to be published in the next issue ofThe Correspondent
to attn: Correspondent Editor at Hope Lodge.

FRIENDS OF HOPE LODGE

The Friends of Hope Lodge is a certified 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization and is regis-
tered by the Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  The estimated value of benefits re-
ceived by your membership allows the entire amount to be used as a tax deductible
contribution.

DONATION OF PAPER

Donation of paper from our printer SIR SPEEDY, 725 Skippack Pike, Blue Bell, PA.

President’s Message
While Hope Lodge remains

closed for regular visitation and
tours, you can still enjoy the site
at Friends-sponsored special
events. This summer, we hosted
an Ambler Symphony Concert
in June and a movie night in
July. The front lawn at Hope
Lodge was a great stage for both
of these events. The Friends
were also involved in the plan-
ning and presentation of the first
Whitemarsh Township History
Tour, an event that featured
Hope Lodge and many other his-
toric sites in the township. You

can find more information about all these events in the articles in this
issue of the Correspondent.

Coming up is the annual Whitemarsh Encampment on Novem-
ber 6 and 7. The Encampment is a great time to see Hope Lodge.
The entire site is alive with colonial-era activities. Last year more
than 2,000 people visited Hope Lodge for the Encampment. So join
the fun.  Admission is free for Friends’ members.

For more information about the Encampment and news about
Hope Lodge, please visit our website: www.ushistory.org/hope.

Thank you for your continued support of Hope Lodge and the
Friends’ entertaining and educational events at the site. As always,
your comments and suggestions are welcome and appreciated.

@ Jack Gumbrecht Rhonda R. Cohen
Senator Jim Ferlo
Laura S. Fisher

Dr. Gordon A. Haaland
Janet S. Klein

Cheryl McClenney-Brooker

Dr. Brian C. Mitchell
Kathleen Pavelko

Representative Scott Petri
Senator Joe Scarnati

Representat I’ve Rick Taylor
Dr. Gerald L. ZahorchakSunset Movie Night

on Front Lawn
The Friends of Hope Lodge hosted a movie night on the front

lawn of the historic mansion on Friday night, July 30, 2010. The
show began at dusk and featured “Night at the Museum, Battle at the
Smithsonian” starring Ben Stiller, Amy Adams, and Owen Wilson.
Over 100 people including many families from the community en-
joyed the movie shown on a giant inflatable screen under the stars.
The weather was perfect with cool temperatures and a starlit sky.
The smell of hot buttered popcorn filled the air as movie goers par-
took of the snack concession operated by the Friends as a fundraiser
that benefitted Hope Lodge. The movie night was made possible by
the generous support of Whitemarsh Township Parks and Recre-
ation who supplied the movie and screening equipment and aided by
many local merchants including Hatfield Quality Meats, Abington
Bank, and Dreshertown Shop N Bag. The Hope Lodge chairwoman
was Diane Horan.
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Friends Board
PRESIDENTF Jack Gumbrecht
FIRST VICE PRESIDENTF Bob Reese
SECOND VICE PRESIDENTF Randy Brock
SECRETARYF Vacant
TREASURERF MJ Fischer
PAST PRESIDENTF Jack Washington
DIRECTORSF Betty Field, Diane Horan,
Mary Washington

Friends Committees
If you are interested in helping with any
of the committees, please contact Hope
Lodge for more information. Your help
is always wanted. Do as much or as little
as you are comfortable with.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

RANDY BROCK

FOOD COMMITTEE

GARDEN COMMITTEE

NANCY GINGRICH, Betty Fields, MJ

Fischer, Tony Garvan

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

WANDA M. RAUCH

MUSEUM SHOP

WANDA M. RAUCH

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE COMMITTEE

DOUG HELLER, Jack Gumbrecht, Diane

Horan, Wanda Rauch

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

WANDA RAUCH, Diane Horan

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR

SCHOOL COMMITTEE

MARY WASHINGTON,

Carolyn Moyer, Jack Washington

VOLUNTEER COMMUNICATIONS

DIANE HORAN

SPECIAL EVENTS

CONCERTS

NANCY GINGRICH

ENCAMPMENT

JACK WASHINGTON, JACK

GUMBRECHT, Bob Bradley, MJ Fisher,

Diane Horan, Wanda Rauch, Mary

Washington

Whitemarsh History Tour

On Wednesday May 5, Whitemarsh Township along with various historical sites and as-
sociations played host to 90 visitors on a history tour. This was the first time such an event was
held. When the groups arrived at the Hope Lodge and Mather Mill, they were greeted by cos-
tumed reenactors (pictured). The visit started in the garden and then proceeded to the front of
the mansion where the visitors heard a short history of Hope Lodge and then on to a tour of the
first floor of the mansion. When the bus load of visitors arrived at Mather Mill, a miller, as
portrayed by Jack Washington, got on the bus and gave a short history of the mill. The guides
who greeted the visitors at the garden and mansion were Nancy Gingrich, Mary Washington,
Erin Agnew, Doug Miller, Doug Heller, and Jack Gumbrecht. M.J. Fischer and Bob Reese
had an information table at St. Thomas Church where the tour ended with refreshments. All
the visitors had a nice time. A tour is scheduled for October 2010 and another is in the works
for spring 2011.

@Bob Reese

Spring Clean-up Day
Everyone faces spring cleaning chores, but Hope Lodge had more than its usual share in

2010. With the site closing in November, the fall leaves had not been cleared. On top of that,
the winter storms left tree debris all over the grounds. So, on a beautiful Saturday in April, the
Friends hosted a Clean-up Day and about 60 members and volunteers, including many young-
sters, responded and helped to clean up the grounds and gardens. The Friends provided a pizza
lunch.  Thanks to all!
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Membership
Individual ($20) &
Family ($35)

—Friends Newsletter,
The Correspondent

—Free admission to Hope
Lodge tours

—Free admission to all
non-reserved events

—10% discount in
museum shop

—Reduced workshop fees
—Reduced special

program fees

Patron Membership ($50)

—All of the above
benefits, plus:

—A $10 gift certificate
for museum shop

Sponsor Membership
($100)

—All of the above
benefits, plus:

—Reduced site rental fees
—Membership in PA

Heritage society

Send check made payable to:

Friends of Hope Lodge
553 S. Bethlehem Pike
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Upon payment of dues a
Membership card will be
sent. Memberships are for
one year.

The Friends of Hope Lodge is
a cert i f ied 501 (c) (3)
non-profit organization and
is registered by the Bureau of
Charitable Organizations.
The estimated value of bene-
fits received by your mem-
bership allows the entire
amount to be used as a tax de-
ductible contribution.

Friends of Hope Lodge Annual Meeting
On the evening of September 24 several dozen members and volunteers of Hope Lodge gath-

ered in the summer kitchen for the Annual Friends Meeting. The attendees were welcomed by
Friends’ President Jack Gumbrecht who spoke about the past year at the site. Jack mentioned the
successful events the Friends sponsored through the year even though the site has been closed for
regular public visitations since November 20, 2009.

Board of Managers elections were not held at this meeting since elections are held in odd-num-
bered years. The Nominating Committee members for the upcoming year were announced.
Wanda Rauch, will be chairperson, Diane Horan will serve as the board representative and an indi-
vidual from the general membership will be announced in the near future. As there are several cur-
rent openings on the Board of Managers Jack mentioned that anyone who is interested in being a
part of the Hope Lodge board should contact a member of the Nominating Committee or a Friends
Board member.

The volunteer Honor Roll was announced. Fourteen volunteers contributed from 500+ hours
to 50+ hours in the past year. Overall, Friends members and volunteers contribute a total of 3,013
hours in 2009-2010 fiscal year.

A discussion of the future of the Friends and the Hope Lodge site was held with attendee sug-
gesting ideas for future events and asking questions about the current relationship between the
PHMC and the Friends. After the discussion the meeting was adjourned and refreshments were en-
joyed by all.

Kudos to the Garden Committee

Hope Lodge’s garden is flourishing in spite of one of the hottest, driest summers on record.
For that we must thank Betty Fields, M.J. Fischer, Tony Garvan, Paula Herman, Chris Tournier,
and Garden Committee Chair, Nancy Straub Gingrich, for keeping things watered, weeded, and
trimmed.

Mary Washington supplied the herb garden with a nice selection of new plants, and three new
rose bushes and other perennials were added, as well. Tony Garvan supplied us with a truckload of
wonderful mulch, which he and Chris Tournier spread on the upper “spring bulbs” beds. So in
spite of extreme weather and deer deprivation, the garden still thrives.

Tony Garvan, Garden Committee Chair Nancy Straub Gingrich, and M. J. Fischer
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Diane Horan
Friends of Hope Lodge

Volunteer of the Year 2010
Diane Horan has been a volunteer

at Hope Lodge for twenty years. She
started behind the scenes with the
Friends’ newsletter,The Correspon-
dent. Over the years, she has been a
very valuable contributor at most of
our public events, including our Sum-
mer History Camp, which her sons,
Tom and Ed, attended, four years
each. Having passed Summer Camp,

her sons have also volunteered at Hope Lodge whenever they could.
In recent years, Diane has applied her special love for the Christmas
season to a significant role in planning and presenting the holiday
events at Hope Lodge. Last year, Diane chaired the holiday event
committee, and her leadership of that group was extraordinary.

Diane started work on the Winter Wonderland event months in
advance, gathering decorating materials from flea marketsand
friends. She recruited several local organizations to decorate trees,
secured food donations from a market and bakery, arranged musical
groups to entertain our visitors, and planned a detailed decorating and
delivery schedule. Then she and her committee received a shock only
three weeks prior to the event when Hope Lodge was closed.

Despite the initial uncertainty over whether the holiday event
could take place, and then having to work with very challenging time
constraints to prepare, present, and clean-up the Hope Lodge man-
sion, Diane maintained a positive and enthusiastic attitude at all times.
She worked well beyond a typical leadership role, even shoveling
snow herself in the parking lot before the single clean-up day as there
was no longer a maintenance person at the site. The committee, in-
cluding her husband, Kevin, rallied with her. Decorated for the sea-
son, Hope Lodge looked beautiful, and the public enjoyed a very
well-presented and successful program.

Hope Lodge and the Friends are very lucky to have a dedicated
and talented volunteer like Diane, and she is especially deserving of
the honor of Volunteer of the Year.

Benefits of Volunteering
1. Meeting and socializing with volunteers with similar interests
2. Satisfaction of supporting a local site of historic significance
3. Sharing your special talents that will benefit the site and visitors
4. Certificate of Recognition for 50 or more hours (fiscal year) pre-

sented at Annual Meeting
5. The Correspondent newsletter
6. Flexible hours that meet your needs!

For more information about volunteer opportunities, call
215-646-1595 and leave a message or send an inquiry through the
website www.ushistory.org/hope

Thank you,
Mary and Jack!

This summer, the Friends of Hope Lodge honored
Mary and Jack Greenberg for more than 25 years of dedi-
cated volunteer service. Both Mary and Jack were
long-time board members. As many of you know, Mary
was the Friends’ Membership Chair for many years. Jack
chaired the property committee, and organized numerous
site improvement projects. The Friends are both fortunate
and grateful to have volunteers like Mary and Jack, and we
presented them with a plaque recognizing their many con-
tributions to Hope Lodge.

Ambler Flower Shop

The Ambler Flower Shop has kindly offered to donate
a percentage of your purchase to Hope Lodge. Simply
mention Hope Lodge (or if ordering online enter promo-
tion code Hope) when ordering/making a purchase of your
flowers. It’s that easy! Please tell your friends, family,
co-workers, etc. that they only need to mention Hope
Lodge when ordering to help support this beautiful historic
home.

Genuardi’s Cash- Back

Did you know you can have up to 3% of your
Genuardi’s purchases donated to Hope Lodge electroni-
cally through their E-Scrip program? Sign up by going to
Genuardi’s service desk or towww.escrip.com. By simply
designating the Friends of Hope Lodge and Mather Mill,
Group ID number 149538543, Hope Lodge will benefit
each and every time you use your Genuardi’s club card.
It’s easy, it’s fast, and it’s a benefit that keeps giving each
time you shop at Genuardi’s!

Diane Horan
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FRIENDS OF HOPE LODGE
553 SOUTH BETHLEHEM PIKE
FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034

Visit Us Online
Surf over to ushistory.org/Hope
for up-to-the minute news about
Hope Lodge! This newsletter is ar-
chived there, take a virtual tour,
watch our video introduction, see
our full up-to-date calendar, and
much more!

Ambler Symphony Concert
Despite threatening clouds and a discouraging forecast, more than a hundred people came to
Hope Lodge on the evening of June 15 to enjoy a wonderful concert by the Ambler Sym-
phony Orchestra. This year’s concert was sponsored by Asher’s Chocolates, and with that
sponsorship, the Friends were able to offer the concert to the public with free admission.

Need a Gift?
In a quandary? Need a gift for that important birthday or anniversary?

Visit our Gift Shop! Call Hope Lodge at 215-646-1595 for more information!


