
M.J. Fischer
Volunteer of the Year

M. J. Fischer was recognized as the 2010 Volunteer of the Year
at Hope Lodge by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com-
mission (PHMC) in a ceremony at the State Museum in Harrisburg
on Saturday, April 30.

A dedicated volunteer at Hope Lodge for over twenty-five
years, M.J. served on the Friends’ board in the 1980s, holding the
position of secretary for several years. She participated in the vol-
unteer effort in the 1990s to repaint the interior of Hope Lodge in its
original 18th century colors and Colonial Revival white. Through
the years, she has been a significant contributor to many special
events, including Tea in the Garden, Concerts on the Lawn, Sheep
Shearing, and Holidays at Hope Lodge. M.J. works extensively on
the annual 1777 Whitemarsh Encampment Re-enactment, our larg-
est public program, and where she is typically coordinating details
all over the site before, during and after the event. M.J. has even be-
come a certified Black Powder Safety Officer. Since retiring, she
has been a member of the Garden Committee, and from March
through November can usually be found busily working in the gar-
den on Monday mornings. In addition, M.J. is currently the Treasurer
of the Friends of Hope Lodge, serving in that capacity since 2008.

Volunteer of the Year, M.J. Fischer

Roddy Davis Repairs
Visitors' Lot Gates

The Friends are very grateful to Roddy Davis, one of our
loyal volunteers, for repairing the gates to the visitors’ park-
ing lot. The gates suffered damage from wind and from win-
ter snows/snow-plowing. Roddy did a wonderful job
repairing them. He added corner braces to the gates, replaced
the broken hinges, strengthened the posts with new support
chains, fixed the retaining pins and improved the system for
securing the gates in both open and closed positions. Thank
you, Roddy, for your concern and support for Hope Lodge
and for your excellent workmanship!

Roddy Davis posing at the gates.

Visit Our Website
For news about Hope Lodge and information about all

events, please visit our website at: www.ushistory.org/hope
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HOPE LODGE

Hope Lodge was built between 1743 and 1748 for Samuel Morris,
a prosperous Quaker farmer, shipowner, miller, ironmaster,
shopowner, and owner of Farmar’s Mill. Hope Lodge is an excel-
lent example of early Georgian architecture. During the American
Revolution, the surrounding fields were used for the six-week
Whitemarsh Encampment prior to the Valley Forge winter. The
house was used by George Washington’s surgeon general, John
Cochran. Ownership of the house was transferred to the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania in 1957.

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

Governor Chairman Executive Director
Tom Corbett Wayne Spilove Barbara Franco

THE CORRESPONDENT

Summer 2011.The Correspondentis published three times a year by The
Friends of Hope Lodge. For information about membership, please contact Hope
Lodge, 553 South Bethlehem Pike, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 215- 646-1595.
Hope Lodge is owned by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.
Individuals with disabilities who need special assistance or accommodation to
participate in programs, events or a visit to the site should call 215- 646-1595 in
advance to discuss their needs.www.ushistory.org/hope
NEWSLETTER STAFF: Wanda Rauch, Doug Heller, Diane Horan.
SENDarticles and events to be published in the next issue ofThe Correspondent
to attn: Correspondent Editor at Hope Lodge.

FRIENDS OF HOPE LODGE

The Friends of Hope Lodge is a certified 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization and is regis-
tered by the Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  The estimated value of benefits re-
ceived by your membership allows the entire amount to be used as a tax deductible
contribution.

DONATION OF PAPER

Donation of paper from our printerSIR SPEEDY,445 York Road, Warminster, PA.

President’s Message
Thank you for your contin-

ued support of the Friends of
Hope Lodge.

Although Hope Lodge has
been closed to regular visitation
for a year and a half, we have
been able to sponsor public
events that keep Hope Lodge in
the news and bring people to the
site. Again, in 2011, we are
planning a calendar of events
that includes a concert by the
Ambler Symphony, a presenta-
tion of the movie National Trea-
sure on the front lawn, and the
30th Whitemarsh Encampment

Re-enactment. None of these events could happen without the ef-
forts of the members and volunteers of the Friends, so your member-
ship and volunteer time really are important.

We hope you will come out to Hope Lodge for our special events
this year, and encourage your neighbors to come, as well. Most of
our events are free of charge, and all events are free for members of
the Friends.

@ Jack Gumbrecht

Flora L. Becker
Senator Jim Ferlo
Laura S. Fisher
Janet S. Klein

Representative Robert Matzie
Cheryl McClenney-Brooker

Kathleen Pavelko
Representative Scott Petri

Senator Joseph B. Scarnati III
Michele Sellitto

Ronald J. Tomalis, ex officio

Garden Report
In case you didn’t have an opportunity to see the garden in April,

you missed quite a show. The narcissus, tulips, and hyacinths were
spectacular, as were the flowering trees. Now we are hoping for a
good show of peonies, roses, hollyhocks, and other goodies.

Since the boxwoods and
other evergreens suffered ex-
tensive deer grazing this year,
we have installed a small ultra-
sonic device to, hopefully,
chase them away.

If you have ANY spare
time we would love to have
you join us for an hour or so on
Monday mornings for a ses-
sion of weeding and dead
heading. We can always use an
extra pair of hands, and we en-

joy sharing each other’s knowledge and expertise. Last week’s ses-
sion provided the extra bonus of inhaling the delightful scent of
lily-of-the-valley saturating the air as we worked.

@Nancy Straub Gingrich
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Friends Board
PRESIDENTF Jack Gumbrecht
FIRST VICE PRESIDENTF Bob Reese
SECOND VICE PRESIDENTF Randy Brock
SECRETARYF Vacant
TREASURERF MJ Fischer
PAST PRESIDENTF Jack Washington
DIRECTORSF Bob Bradley, Betty Field,
Diane Horan, Mary Washington

Friends Committees
If you are interested in helping with
any of the committees, please contact
Hope Lodge for more information.
Your help is always wanted. Do as
much or as little as you are comfort -
able with.

FINANCE COMMITTEE
RANDY BROCK

FOOD COMMITTEE

GARDEN COMMITTEE
NANCY GINGRICH, Betty Fields, MJ
Fischer, Tony Garvan

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
WANDA M. RAUCH

MUSEUM SHOP
WANDA M. RAUCH

NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE
COMMITTEE
DOUG HELLER, Jack Gumbrecht,
Diane Horan, Wanda Rauch

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
WANDA RAUCH, Diane Horan, Carolyn
Moyer

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

PUBLICITY COORDINATOR

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MARY WASHINGTON,
Carolyn Moyer, Jack Washington

VOLUNTEER COMMUNICATIONS
DIANE HORAN

SPECIAL EVENTS

CONCERTS
NANCY GINGRICH

ENCAMPMENT
JACK WASHINGTON, JACK
GUMBRECHT, Bob Bradley, MJ Fisher,
Diane Horan, Wanda Rauch, Mary
Washington

Friends Host 18th Century
Medicine Program

On April 11, the Friends
hosted a very entertaining pro-
gram on 18th century medicine.
Wayne Skilton, portrayed a sur-
geon, and described the medical
theory, practice and instruments
of the time. Wayne was assisted
by Jim Reynolds, who pre-
sented the colonial apothecary,
and Cozy Bendesky, who por-
trayed a camp follower. Wayne,
Jim, and Cozy are members of
the 6th Pennsylvania Regiment,
a living history organization of
the American Revolution. The 6th Pennsylvania Regiment regularly participates in the an-
nual Whitemarsh Encampment at Hope Lodge. Visitors to last year’s encampment may re-
member Wayne’s medical presentations in the barn.

The Friends were fortunate to be able to host this program at MacColl Auditorium in the
Parish House at St. Thomas’ Church. We do not have an indoor facility for this type of pro-
gram at Hope Lodge, and we thank St. Thomas’ Church for the opportunity to use its fine au-
ditorium.

On Monday April 11, the Friends of Hope Lodge hosted an entertaining and educational program
on 18th century medicine.  Jim Reynolds, Wayne Skilton, and Cozy Bendesky (pictured, l to r) of

the 6th Pennsylvania Regiment fascinated the audience with details on the beliefs, practices,
medicines, and tools of the trade at the time of the Revolutionary War.
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Membership
Individual ($20) &
Family ($35)

—Friends Newsletter,
The Correspondent

—Free admission to Hope
Lodge tours

—Free admission to all
non-reserved events

—10% discount in
museum shop

—Reduced workshop fees
—Reduced special

program fees

Patron Membership ($50)

—All of the above
benefits, plus:

—A $10 gift certificate for
museum shop

Sponsor Membership
($100)

—All of the above
benefits, plus:

—Reduced site rental fees
—Membership in PA

Heritage society

Send check made payable to:

Friends of Hope Lodge
553 S. Bethlehem Pike
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Upon payment of dues a
Membership card will be
sent. Memberships are for
one year.

The Friends of Hope Lodge is
a cert i f ied 501 (c) (3)
non-profit organization and
is registered by the Bureau of
Charitable Organizations.
The estimated value of bene-
fits received by your mem-
bership allows the entire
amount to be used as a tax de-
ductible contribution.

Ambler Symphony to Perform June 15
The Ambler Symphony will

once again perform at Hope Lodge
on Wednesday, June 15, beginning at
7pm. Bring a lawn chair and/or blan-
ket, plus a picnic dinner, snack, or
bottle of wine, relax and enjoy a de-
lightful evening of music on the front
lawn at Hope Lodge. The symphony
sets up on the terrace in front of the
mansion… with Hope Lodge as the
background; it’s one of the finest set-
tings in the area for a summer event.
Don’t miss it!

Admission is free. The rain date
is Wednesday, June 22.

Volunteer Orientation
The first Volunteer Orientation event of the

year was held on Saturday, May 7th in the Hope
Lodge Visitor Center. The weather was perfect
(the January event was cancelled due to snow)
which allowed us to show off our beautiful gar-
den which was in bloom. The purpose of the
Orientation was to welcome new volunteers
and tell them about the support activities pro-
vided by the Friends of Hope Lodge. The event
was a complete success as we welcomed our
newest volunteers: Peg Haussmann, Brian and
Irene Guthrie, Carol Johnson and Alicia Peale
to our Friends of Hope Lodge community.

We look forward to their support and hope
they enjoy being a part of the Friends.

@Diane Horan
Friends President Jack Gumbrecht addressing

potential volunteers.

Did You Know?
The Nominating Committee is looking for individuals who are interested in serving on the

Hope Lodge Board of Managers. Many elected officer positions are open (President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasury, Directors); as well as chairs for several board committees (Food, Pro-
gram, Property, Publicity).

The committee members, Wanda Rauch, chair; Diane Horan, Carolyn Moyer asked that if you
are interested in learning about the open positions on the Hope Lodge Board go to the Hope Lodge
website ( www.ushistory.org/hope ) and click on “Contact Us” and provide your name, email and /
or phone number. In the message area express your interest to be contacted about a board position,
the best time to contact you would be appreciated. Voting on the slate of board candidates will be
done at the Annual Meeting scheduled for Friday, September 9.
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Spring Cleanup Day
A small but dedicated group of volunteers came out for this year’s annual Spring

Cleanup Day at Hope Lodge on Saturday, April 16. Despite the cold, wind, and threat
of rain in the morning, we were able to get quite a bit done. Most of the group tackled
the front and side lawns, removing branches, hay piles, leaves, and other debris.
Leaves piled up around the
stone walls surrounding the
mansion were also cleared.
Special thanks are due to
Kevin Horan for the use of
his truck and tarp, and to
Tony Garvan for his tarps
and tools that were a great
help in clearing and carting
everything away. At the
same time, Nancy Gingrich
led several Garden Commit-
tee members with cleanup
projects in the garden. The
garden is already off to a
good start with many spring
flowers blooming nicely.

The clean up ended not a
moment too soon, as it started raining heavily, literally within minutes after deciding
to stop for lunch. The Friends extend a heartfelt thanks to the following members and
volunteers who helped with this year’s clean up: Bob Bradley, Betty Fields, M.J.
Fischer, Tony Garvan, Nancy Gingrich, Jack Gumbrecht, Diane Horan, Kevin Horan
and his truck, John Kafes, Linda King, Bill Potts, Wanda Rauch, Bob Reese

@Bob Bradley

Kevin Horan, Linda King, and Diane Horan..

Tony Garvan, Bob Bradley, John Kafes, and Bill Potts.

Ambler Flower Shop

The Ambler Flower Shop has kindly
offered to donate a percentage of your pur-
chase to Hope Lodge. Simply mention
Hope Lodge (or if ordering online enter
promotion code Hope) when order-
ing/making a purchase of your flowers.
It’s that easy! Please tell your friends, fam-
ily, co-workers, etc. that they only need to
mention Hope Lodge when ordering to
help support this beautiful historic home.

Genuardi’s Cash- Back

Did you know you can have up to 3%
of your Genuardi’s purchases donated to
Hope Lodge electronically through their
E-Scrip program? Sign up by going to
Genuardi ’s service desk or to
www.escrip.com. By simply designating
the Friends of Hope Lodge and Mather
Mill, Group ID number 149538543, Hope
Lodge will benefit each and every time you
use your Genuardi’s club card. It’s easy,
it’s fast, and it’s a benefit that keeps giving
each time you shop at Genuardi’s!

Benefits of
Volunteering

1. Meeting and socializing with volun-
teers with similar interests

2. Satisfaction of supporting a local site of
historic significance

3. Sharing your special talents that will
benefit the site and visitors

4. Certificate of Recognition for 50 or
more hours (fiscal year) presented at
Annual Meeting

5. The Correspondent newsletter

6. Flexible hours that meet your needs!

For more information about volunteer
opportunities, call 215-646-1595 and
leave a message or send an inquiry through
the website www.ushistory.org/hope
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FRIENDS OF HOPE LODGE
553 SOUTH BETHLEHEM PIKE
FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034

Visit Us Online
Surf over toushistory.org/Hopefor up-to-the min-
ute news about Hope Lodge! This newsletter is ar-
chived there, take a virtual tour, watch our streaming
video introduction, see our full up-to-date calendar,
and much more!

Coming Events at Hope Lodge
/ Ambler Symphony Concert, Wed. June 15 (rain date June 22), 7pm

/ Movie Night (National Treasure), Wed. August 10, Dusk

/ Annual Members Meeting, Fri. September 9, TBD

/ Whitemarsh Twp History Tour, Fall, TBD

/ Kid’s Bird Feeding Workshop, Sat. October 15, 10am

/ Whitemarsh Encampment, Sat. and Sun. November 5 and 6, 10am-4pm

Need a Gift?
In a quandary? Need a gift for that
important birthday or anniversary?

Visit our Gift Shop! Call Hope Lodge at
215-646-1595 for more information!


